
THE LIFE CYCLE OF A PERIODICAL CICADA

A mother cicada lays its 
eggs in a tree branch

The tiny cicada nymphs 
quickly make their way to 
the ground

After 6 weeks, 
the eggs hatch

Once underground, The 
nymphs live on tree sap

17* Years later, 
they emerge  
and climb the 
nearest Tree

... and fIll the forest 
with their mating SONG

They soon shed their 
nymph exoskeletons

*B
ro

od
s 

XI
X,

 X
XI

I a
nd

 X
XI

II 
em

er
ge

 a
fte

r o
nl

y 
13

 y
ea

rs

Visit cicadapocalypse.com for more periodical cicada activities, facts, and fun.
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